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2 Raw Courage 


Chapter 1. The Furious Fool | 


TT WAS IN SEPTEMBER THAT THEIR C.0.. COLONEL | 
CUTLER CALLED HiS OFFICERS TOGETHER TO TELL 




















CAMPELLO WiLL BE A TOUGH 
NUT I> ‘BUT tr MUST BE 





A THAT NERY MOMENT, A DRAFT OF SIXTY WE 
ALREADY DISEMBARKED AT TARANTO. 
ag 
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AMONG THOSE MEN WAS PRIVATE. 
SONNNY SMITH — AN SEAGER BEAVER’S| 
KEEN TO PLEASE, BUT WITH AN 
UNLUCKY KNACK OF MAKING A MESS: 
OF EVERYTHING HE ATTEMPTED, HE 
CHOSE A SPOT WELL AWAY FROM 
STHERS. —— 


~7“JUST THE PLACE! 
















"GOOD-BYE; JOHNNY. PM GLAD YOULL 
‘BE JOINING & FIGHTING NIT. 
TPRYLCRE PROUD OF YOU! 
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TAS RGA THEN WHAT RAE IW AIS FATHER'S WAND. | 





Gear ees 
THe 19141918 WAR THe OLDER MAN HAD BEEN PUT 
S(GuTEDNESS AND HAD i 


FR CORDS BECAUSE OF SHOAT-SIGHTEDNESS AN 
eee BITTERLY DISAPPOINTED BECAUSE HE HAD NEVER BEEN 
GOOD OLD DAD! 
HES ORNS TO ME 
TO BRING A BIT OF . Y 


MILITARY GLORY TO _/ 
THE FAMILY. 











ARTER GASIC TRAINING SMITHY HAD GEEN POSTED TO THE 2nd. MIDSHIRES, FROM THE FIRST HE WAS | 
| £5, KEEN AS MUSTARD: BUT IT SOON BECAME PLAIN THAT HE WOULD NEVER MAKE A SMA\ 
|souoteR, 


CALL THAT A 








NAME, 
SERGEANT? 
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“SMITHY WAS NATURALLY AWKWARD AND UNTIDY. DESPITE ALU HIS 
EFFORTS» IT WAS ALWAYS THE SAME STORY. 









BS} 


Ni h 








TT SEEMED TO SMITHY THAT HE SPENT MORi 
JANKERS THAN HE DIO ON NORMAL TRAINI 
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‘BNE OA HE OVERHEARD HIS PLATOON SERSEANT TALKING TO THE COMPANY COMMANDER, . « 
—— pcr 

















AFTER THA SMITHY TRIED HARDER THAN EVER. HE WAS. 
STRONG AND TIRELESS AND WHEN IT CAME TO THE 
nf E HE WAS Al EVERYONE « 





Raw Courage _ 





TE WAS STILL GOING STRONG WHEN EVERYONE ELSE 
WAS PRACTICALLY COLLAPSING FROM EXHAUSTION. 


YES—IF ONLY HE'D 
'SMARTE? 


N HIMSELF UP 
LES 








‘AMAZING! 
THE LONGEST 


THROW PVE 
EVER SEEN / 
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BUT ON THE RANGE THROWING LIVE GRENADES: SMITHY RAN TRUE TO FORM! A MILLS 36 SLIPPED 
OUT OF HIS HAND HIT THE TOP OF THE BANK AND ROLLED BACK INTO THE TRENCH. « « 














ONE WAS HURT SUT INTHE EXCITEMENT SMITHY CHARGED 
THE BOMBING OFFICER ANO KNOCK! FLAT! 
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WHILE SMITHY WAS BLOWING UP THE FIELOS OF ENGLAND. TALY WAS RAGING 





> INT 
FIERCELY. THE 2nd. MIDSHIRES RECEIVED ORDERS TO DRAFT THIRTY VOLUNTET 
Ist, BATTALIONS. ai = 


FROM , 
THE TRAINING POOL! 











'SMITHY HEARD HIS MATES TALKING ABOUT IT IN THE HUT THAT NIGHT — AND HIS 
AMBITION WAS FIRED. « « 


THE FIRST BATTALION. 

ISA REAL FIGHTING OUTFIT 
AS GOOD AS THE 

IARDS £ 
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WHEN THE ADJUTANT SCANNED THE LIST OF Wi Know, sin, aut weve 
VOLUNTEERS TWO DAYS LATER) HE WAS OVERJOVED.| [f BEEN WANTING TO GET RID 




















So PRIVATE JOHNNY SMITH MARCHED OFF WITH THE 
jORAFT HIS HEART SWELLING WITH PRIDE. 








(DAD WILL BE TICKLED PINK WHEN 
TWRITE AND TELL HIM DM 
JOINING A PICKED UNIT, 
‘ON ACTIVE SERVICE | 
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Chapter 2. Into the Line 








AT LAST: SMITHY HAD ARRIVED IN TARANTO) ONLY P 
iN IRS FROM THE FIGHTING LINE, 
—=——— 


1S REAL. 
SOLDIERING FROM. 
HERE ON, TLL MAKE 
A SPECIAL EFFORT 








‘DOG-TIRED, HE WAS SOON SLEEPING SOUNDLV, AND HE WAS STILL ASLEEP, 


WHEN. SERGEANT MASON CALLED THE ROLL AT DAWN 


HE SLOPED 
OFF ON HIS Own, 
CAST NIGHT, 
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SEARCHED EVERYWHERE — BUT THERE WAS NO SIGN OF SMITHY.. 














ER THR “APT BOARDED TE TRAIN SOUND 
SOR TORADESroRIaTE Skate WAS STE MISSING. 
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AY WAS Wa Alc HOUR LATER WHEN THE 
;BANGING AND SHUNTING OF WAGONS, 
DISTURBED JONNY SMITHS SLUMBERS.. « 


‘SMITHY REALISED HE HAD MADE A PRIZE BOOB, 
OFFICER... 


AGHAST: HE REPORTED TO THE MOVEMENT CONTROL 












ii 
VF 
i" 






6000 Gale — 

WHAT TIME I 

ie hweRe*s, 
THE ORAFT? 













TOUGHT TO PLT YOU UNDER ARREST: 
BUT INSTEAD PLL SEND YOU TO YOUR, 





AND LET THEM DEAL WITH 


you! 





























UNIT BY THE NEXT AVAILABLE MEANS — 
















AN HOUR LATER) SMITHY WAS ON HIS WAY NORTH IN A MIXED CONVOY, SEFORE NOON THEY 
COULD HEAR THE SULLEN THUNDER OF GUNS IN THE DISTANCE. 


IT WON'T BE 

LONG NOW! DLL 

‘SOON BE AT THE 
FRONT. 
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MEPRIWRILE, THE TRAIN CARRVING THE REST OF THE DRAFT HAD AUN INTO TROUBLE NEAR RUG 
THREE STUKRS CAME SCREAMING OUT OF THE SUN-A BOMB LANDED CLOSE TO THE TRACK ‘AND 
'AGRINDING, BUMPING CRASH THE TRAIN PLOUGHED TO A STOP. 














STURAS WHEELED AND ROARED | 


ale 
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< 
Lifes) 


ws, a 
b ‘vou Coie 10 
cia ones? 
re eet 
ee 
he eg 
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[THE NEWS WAS EROUGHT TO COMPANY SERGEANT-MAJOR POTTER, OF 


THE NEW DRAFT 
HAS ARRIVED) 
SIRE 




















[E’S.M. POTTER STARED AT SMITHY IN HORROR, 





SIATY MEN? 
WHERE ARE 
THEY 2 
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COLONEL CUTLER ARRIVED ON THE SCENE, FOLLOWED BY THE ADJUTANT: CAPTAIN BROOKING. | 












WHATS 
GOING ON, 
‘\ senGEANT-MASOI 


= 











THE C.075 ICE-ELUE EVES REGARDED SMITHY COLDLY; AND A SHUDDER SHOOK HIS RAMROD 
FRAME. LIKE SERGEANT-MAJOR POTTER, HE WAS AN EX-GUARDSMAN , AND THE SCRUFFY 
APPEARANCE OF PRIVATE SMITH WAS AN AFFRONT TO HIS VERY NATURE. 


T= LOVERSLEPT: SIR— AND THE 
HOW 1S DRART WENT ON THE TRAIN 
IT YOU'RE HERE. 5 
‘ON YOUR OWN 2, 
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OVERSLEDT/ AS SMITHY SHUFFLED OFF LIKE A GANGLING 
LIV ATLEAST ¥ Ar oor SCARECROW, COLONEL CUTLER GAZED 
HERE BEFORE THE OTHERS. BLEAKLY INTO SPACE.» ¢ 


REPORT To COMPANY SERGEANT- 
POTTER— AND SHARTEW 


YOURSELF UP; MAN! 








WE ARE SUPPOSED 
Jo BE GETTING PICKED \. 


IKE HIM. 

















A FEW HOURS LATER NEW ORDERS WERE SENT TO THE Ist. MIDSHIRES. THEV WERE TO MOVE UP 
TO THE FRONT THAT NIGHT. AND RELIEVE THE NEW ZEALANDERS IN FRONT OF CAMPELLO. 





WE ARE TO MAKE OFFENSIVE PATROLS FOR THREE 
NIGHTS) TO GET USED TO THE GROUND. THEN WERE 
RETURNING HERE FOR TEN DAVES FINAL TRAINING 

BEFORE THE BIS PUSH STARTS. 
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BEFORE HE HABA C1 ‘GET ACQUAINTED WITH HIS NEW COMRADES, SMiliiv WAS POSTED 
Es 15 ey SOMPANY) AND PHENFORKED INTO THE FRONT UNE. AS THE HDS 





HIRES? 
OVER THE RUGGED HILLS A RAIN OF SHELLS FELL AROUND THE TRUCKS. 











THEY MARCHED THE LAST TWO MILES 70 THEIR POSITIONS OPPOSITE THE VILLAGE OF 
MARCANTO. AS THE MIOSHIRES FILED IN; THE WEARY KIWIS FILED OUT. 





GOOD LUCK? 
i BOYS! YOURE 


Sone a) 9 NEED, Se} 
J i apeet 
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Chapter 3. Fighting Patrol 





WHEN DAYLIGHT CAME» CAPTAIN MACLEAN; COMMANDING ‘D/ COMPANY) BRIEFED HIS 
PLATOON COMMANDERS AND C.S.M. POTTER. 





BEFORE WE CAN CROSS THE RIVER 
STORM CAMPELLO. ‘D! COMPANY?S JOB 
TO-NIGHT IS TO SEND A RECONNAISSANCE 
PATROL INTO_MARCANTO. YOU WILL 
TAKE FIFTEEN PLATOON; 7 
RAYNOR. 





Ue i im \ al 








THAT NIGHT LIEUTENANT RAYNOR, MUSTERED HIS PLATOON READY FOR THE PATROL... 





WEE GOT TO KEEP SILENT, WHATEVER 
HAPPENS. I'LL COURT-MARTIAL THE 
FIRST MAN WHO MAKES A 
SOUND f 
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THE MOON WAS JUST RISING AS THE PATROL RACED IN SINGLE 





FILE TO THE RUINS OF THE VILLAGE. 








SUDDENLY, A SPANDAU RATILED NEARBY AND THE BULLETS SCYTHED THE DARKNESS. 
THE PATROL SANK TO THE GROUND AS OEATH WHISTLED A FEN NCHES ABOVE THER 
READS. SMITEN FELT HIS TONGUE GO DRY... Peg “ptt 
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LIEUTENANT RAVNOR TURNED TO THE EXCITED AND EAGER TO PLEASE, SMITHY 
MAN NEAREST TO HIM, . » FOLLOWED AT THE LIEUTENANT'S HEELS. 
‘SMITH— COME ALONG WITH S BEATING LIKE A TRIP 
Me! WELL TAKE A LOOK § 
AHEAD. 

















AS THEY WERE MOVING Up AN OVERGROWN TANE GET WEEN SHATTERED WaSEoTe 
THE GROUND. AS SMITHY FOLLOWED 


JERRIES! AROUND 
THAT NEXT , 
‘CORNER ! 


Raw Courage a3 
THE EXPERIENCED OFFICER AND THE GREEN PRIVATE CRAWLED FORWARD INTO A DITCH 
THAT RAN AT RIGHT ANGLES TO THE LANE. A FEW YARDS ALONG, THE LIEUTENANT 
HALTED SUDDENLY, JUST AHEAD OF THEM WAS 7 A, 

THE REAR OF A GERMAN STRONGPOINT Z 


wil * 









POE Vl 
i - h 
[THE LIEUTENANT WHISPERED URGENTLY TO SMITHY..- 
. ‘SLIP BACK AND BRING UP THE 


REST OF THE PLATOON — AND 
URPRISE THE JERRIES. 
WT MAKE, 
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(ears HEAVED HIMSELF UP TO TURN AROUND, TRIPPED; AND 









TOPPLED INTO THE DITCH WITH A JANGLE OF EQUIPMENT. A 
STIFLED OATH BURST FROM THE LIEUTENANT. . « 








‘GOOD GRIEF 
FOLD YOU FO 
BE QUIET SL 











STARTLED, THE GERMANS WHIRLED ARQUNO. ONE OF 
THEM PEERED OVER THE BACK OF THE 
|STRONGPOINT, HIS RIFLE AT THE READY. 



























NEIN! 
PERHAPS WE 
IMAGINED IT... 
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KTONCE,THE GERMAN GUNNERS SWUNG THEIR MACHIN 
GUN ROUND AND POURED A MURDEROUS BURST OF FIRE 
ALONG THE LANE AND ABOVE THE We Zz 


i ae a 














DESPERATELV,THE LIEUTENANT AND THE PRIVATE CRAWLED BACK ALONG THE DITCH, 
WHILE BULLETS SLASHED ABOVE THEIR HEADS. 


: et 








iat ARE TY 
ALL BECAUSE OF 
THIS LUNATIC / 
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by THE TIM SMITHOY AND RAYNOR REACHED THE REST OF THE PLATOON BULLETS AND 





WERE SCREAMING TOWAROS q i VERY GERI 
R SHELLS WERE: THE Mi coupes FROM EVERY GERMAN. 
The 


THANKS TO THAT, 
IDIOT, SMITH f 





IN_HAD RETURNED TO ‘D’ COMPANY'S SECTOR; LIEUTENANT RAYNOR, 


WHEN 15, 
NAb A FEW FURIOUS WORDS WIN shanty. 
Way THE BLAZES DID YOU FIRE: YOU, 
TRIGGER HAPPY YOUNG FOOL? WE COULD 

TAKEN THAT. STRONGPOIN 


WOU FIRING. es SHOT f £ 
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[CAPTAIN MACLEAN PLACED THE BLAME ON LIEUTENANT RAYNOR— 
GUT THAT WAS LITTLE CONSOLATION TO SMITHY. 
WITH THE WHOLE PLATOON TO CHOOSE 
FROM: RAYNOR, WHY BID YOU PICK 
‘ON SMITH TO'SO WITH YOU? 
YOU KNEW HE WAS. 
USELESS / 

































VES) SIRe +» 
1S JUST THAT 
1 GOT EXCITED... 


si 
YOU HAVE TO! 
REMEMBER THAT! 
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(ey, CORPORAL FLETCHER WAS SYMPATHETIC. vian> SMITHY 





FELT A WARM GLOW OF GRATITUDE TOWARDS: 








NEVER MIND: SMITHYS WE ae AREY” P 
MISTAKES 17 WAS YOUR FIR 
BETTE! 











THREE DAYS LATER: THE Ist. MIDSHIRES WERE WITHDRAWN ONCE MORE TO SORREGNO TO 
PLAN THE BIG ATTACK. BY THE TIME THEY, GOT THERE: THE REST OF THE DRAFT 
UNDER SERGEANT MASON HAD ARRIVED « Wa F 
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TN THE DAYS OF INTENSIVE TRAINING THAT FOLLOWED, 
SMITHY WAS SELOOM OUT OF TROUBLE... 
















WHAT THE HECK D'YOU THINK 
YOU'RE DOING: SMITH? WHY. 
‘AREN'T VOU ON PARADE 2, 













DO YOU THINK THIS 
IS? THE NAAFI? GET 
‘ON PARADE, YOU 

RRIBLE 


MAN f 
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[DAYS OF HARD TRAINING WENT By. JUST BEFORE THEY WENT UP TO THE LINE FOR THE 
BIG ASSAULT, THE BATTALION WAS INSPECTED BY THE BRIGADIER. AS USUAL, SMITHY 
DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF } ER-VI SIR, 
THIS MAN DOESN'T EVEN KNOW HOW Metres 
oO ‘DRESS HIMSELE, PROPERLY! WHAT 
IS HEP A RECRUIT > 


















THAT NIGHT) THE MIDSHIRES MOVED UP TO A POSITION IN FRONT OF MARCANTO. ‘A> 
|’ AND ‘C! COMPANIES WERE TO STORM THE VILLAGE. THEN ‘D’ COMPANY WAS TO. 
FADVANCE THROUGH THEM) CAPTURE THE BRIDGE ACROSS THE RIVER _AND GaN A 
FOOTHOLD IN CAMPELLO ITSELF. J Zi 
Ty iy 
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cee 4. In Enemy Lines 


FIETEEN MINUTES BEFORE. 








1 WISH WE 
COULD START 
MOVING ! THIS WAITING JS 
1 SETTING ME 
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‘AT LAST THE ORDER CAME AND ‘D’ COMPANY 
TOWARDS THE BADGES A MURDEROUS BAIL OF FIRE SHCHT ACROSS 


PANY COVER FOR ARG THROUGH WAVER 
WAS PLAIN THAT THE GERMANS MEANT 10 FIGHT HARD FOR CAMPELLC 





TTWAS SMITHY'S FIRST TASTE OF REAL BATTLE,ANO FOR A MOMENT HE FELT COLD 


WITH FEAR. SPANDAUS HAMMERED FURIOUSLY FROM THE NAZI POSITIONS AND THE 
ACRID SMELL OF CORDITE STUNG HIS NOSTRIL 
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BEHIND A CURTAIN OF SMOKE PUT DOWN BY THE MORTAR 
SECTION, SD’ COMPANY STORMED THE BRIDGE 












[EATRLE-WISE AND FIGHTING FIN THE WIDSHIRES SMASHED THEIR WAY INTO THE TOWN, 
STRONG AS A BULL AND ACHING TO PROVE HIMSELF AS A SOLDIER: SMITHY WAS UP 
AMONG THE LEADERS. 
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‘SMITHY NEVER KNEW JUST HOW 
Fee eT aEE Sn, 
LYING PANTING BEHIND A 
SMOKING HEAP OF RUBBLE. 


Rite te ar 

















THE GERMANS IN CAMPELLO WERE FAR STRONGER 
TRAN THE ALLIED.COMMAND HAD ESTIMATED. 
NOW THE GERMAN CORPS COMMANDER MADE 
HIS FIRST COUNTER-STROKE.. . 
|/ THE ENEMY ARE IN THE TOWN, BUT THEIR: 
FORCES ARE SPLIT UP AND DISORGANISED.. 
TELL DIETRICH TO SEND IN HIS JAEGER: 
BATTALION AND THROW THE 































TYING INTHE RUINS OF A SHATTERED HOUSE, SMITHY SAW THE FIRST SIGNS OF THE 
(GERMAN CCUNTER-MOVE. FOUR HEAVY TANKS CAME CLANKING ACROSS THE 


D INFANTRYMEN IN THEIR, 











TPS A BIG ATTAC! 
AND THERES NO ‘ONE 
HERE TO STOP EM 
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SMITHY FLATTENED HIMSELF INTO THE DUST AND LAV 
MOTIONLESS ‘AS THE ATTACK FLOODED PAST HIM. 
a € 








FORWARD = AWD 
‘4 ON MY OWN fa 








ALL THROUGH THE LONG HOURS OF DAYLIGHT, HE | tAY 


LOW) HOLDING HIS BREATH WHEN! 
[PASSED NEAR HIM” AT LONG LAST, DARKNESS Same 
FOUL TS TRY 1 Get a TO.HIS OWN 
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FROM THE DIRECTION OF THE BRIDGE CAME THE CEASELESS CHATTER OF SMALL~ 
ARMS FIRE AND THE DEEPER CRASH OF MORTAR BOMBS, BUT FARTHER TO THE WEST 
WHERE THE TOWN STRAGGLED INTO SCRUBBY (OOD! E Qt 














SLEPING BEHIND A GERMAN MORTAR BATTERY SMITHY 
SED THROUGH THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE TOW! 
REACHED A SCRUB-COVERED RAVINE 


IF FOLLOW 
THIS RAVINE DOWN 
TO THE RIVERs | MIGHT 

BE ABLE TO SWIM 
SS 
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HE Santen. THE i BOGE, OF THE RAVINE FOR A WHILE AND STIFFENED SUDDENLY AS HE 
F MOVEMENT IN THE SCRUB BELOW HIM. THEN HIS EYES WIDENED IN 


TUMMET THATS CAPTAIN MACLEAN’ 
IN THE LEAD AND SERGEANTS MAJOR 
THEYRE 




















HA 
THEVLL "AUN ‘SMACK INTO. 
JERRIES.. 












BUT AS TT HAPPENED, CAPTAIN VIACLEAN KNEW VERY WELL WHAT HE WAS, DOING! HE 
ADY DISCOVERED THAT THE GERMANS WERE HOLDING THE LOWER END OF 
SHE RAVINE IN STRENGTH ‘AND THAT THERE WAS NO WAY OUT IN THAT DIRECTION 








WEILL LEAVE: 

THE RAVINE HIGHER 
UP) MAKE A WIDE 

DETOUR AND REACH 

THE RIVER FARTHER 
IO THE SOUTH « 
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PENLYSA STARTLED GRUNT CAME 
Exe RPORAL BOW MANS 








‘A FRANTIC EXCLAMAT! 
FROM THE CAPTAIN 
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BUT If WAS TOO LATE — SMITHY HAD NOT ONLY SEEN THEM; HE WAS. 
TOWARDS THEM: SHOUTING AT THE TOP OF HIS VOICES [~— 








YOU'RE 
HEADING THE 
WRONG. 


WAY, SIR! 








Bf SEEN SOME OF 
@ FRIENDS! THERE MUST 
BE OTHER ENGLANDERS, 
Dp DOWN THERE! 
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THERE THEY 
ARE} HERR. LEUTNANT! 
HIDING IN THOSE BUSHES 
IN THE RAVINE BED! 








CAPTAIN MACLEAN GAVE AN ASONISED 
HIM AND HIS MEN DIVING FOR COVER 








Raw Courage 


FEOME OF THE GERMANS HAD SWITCHED THEIR ATTENTION] 
20 SMITHY AND THREW & WHISTLING BARRIER OF 
HIM AND THE MEN HE HAD, 
MISTAKENLY TRIED TO HELP. DESPERATELY HE Buns 
HIMSELF BEHIND COVER. 





JERRIES! 
‘STONE THE CROWS! 
VDIDNOT SEE 





THINKING THAT HE HAD TO DEAL WITH A FEW BROKEN-SPIRITED AND DEFEATED 
STRAGGLERS,THE GERMAN OFFICER LED HIS MEN DOWN, INTO THE RAVINE FOR 








| 
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TEUTNANT HANS STOFFEL SOON DISCOVERED HIS MISTAKE, FOR HE ANO HIS MEN ~ 
HAD GONE BARELY TEN VARDS BEFORE A SAVAGE TORNADO OF FIRE RAKED THEM... 
2 ode 











SO TRE 
ENGLANDERS. 

WANT TO 
FIGHT f 
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ey THE TIME STi, DAZED AND BLEEDING, 
REAC! IN MACLEAN) THE GERMAN. 


iE SLOPE OF THE RAVINE . THE WELCOM! 
Suc RECEIVED WAS HAROLY WHAT HE F HAD 


roo CRACK-BRAINED 
IDIOT SMITH! ARE YOU 
TRYING TO GET US 

—_ ALL KILLED? 





(--.AND WHERE'S YOUR RIFLES 


MAN? THERE'S NO NEED. 
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AFTER THE CAPTA\ 
MORE IN THEIR, WIDE DETOUR 
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‘TO LEAVE WEAPONS BEHIND, 
BUT THERE'S NOTHING: 
ELSE FOR IT. 








EVEN FOR A STRONG SWIMMER) IT WAS A TOUGH 
STRUGGLE THROUGH THE ICY WATER. SERGEANT-| 
MAJOR POTTER WAS THE FIRST TO REACH THE 
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MEANWHILE THE REMNANTS OF SHATTERED “D’ COMPANY, HANGING DESPERATELY 10 A TINY 
BRIDGEHEAD ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF CAMPELLOs HAD BEEN RELIEVED. ONLY A FEW DAZED» 
HAGGARD MEN REACHED THE RESERVE AREA. [= 3 


LUMME! THATS ALL TOR 
i ghTHAT'S LEFT OF 1 1 y 
1S MO COMPAN' 




















WE GOT SPLIT UP INTO SMALL 
GROUPS IN CAMPELLO> SIR. j | DON'T LIKE THE: 
THE JERRIES COUNTER- LOOK OF IT RAYNOR. THE 
ATTACKED AND ] ENEMY 18 MUCH STRONGER 
SURROUNDED THE i) f eee 
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TWO HOURS LATER CABTAIN MACLEAN?S SMALL PARTY REPORTED BACK. THE CAPTAIN 
HAD A STORMY INTERVIEW WITH THE COLONEL... SPOKE SAVAGELY.<. 
x 7” CANT WE DO SOMETHING 
‘ABOUT THIS MAN SMITHS 
SIR? HE'S A MENACE! 
HE'LL NEVER MAKE A 
‘SOLDIER! 






















‘WE HAD A CHIT FROM BRIGADE 
‘ASKING US TO SEND A MAN ON A 
RY COURSE» SIR, WHY NOT 
‘SEND SMITH? HELL END UP 
‘AS A BRIGADE COOK.., 





THAT SHOULD 
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Chapter 6. A Medal for reer ae 
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HE FELL ASLEEP AT LAST TO THE SULLEN. 








FLOR GERED, AS TANKS CAME CRRSHING. 
THROUGH THE ORCHARD “ENEMY TANKS¢| 
= m5 








AS THE TANKS RUMBLED PAST, FIRING WILDLY 
HE GRABBED HIS RIFLE AND EQUIPMENT AND 5 
DINED FOR A aire a 


« [ONLY AFTERWARDS DI THY LEARN A THAT 
PIE cReMMANS HAD OVERWHELMED T 
BRITISH TROOPS IN ONE OF THE Mi MOST ‘POWERFUL 
SURPRISE THRUSTS OF THE CAMPAIGN. 





Raw Courage 


‘GPASMODIC FIRING BROKE OUT AS A FEW ISOLATED TROOPS RESISTED — 





DESPERATELY. SMITHY WAS TEMPTED TO JOIN THEM — BUT THE BITTERNESS IN 
HIS HEART STOPPED HIM. [VY 
Wr Lo 





WHY SHOULD | DO 
ANYTHING 7 ONLY 
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|QUIETLY_SMITHY WORMED HS WAY ALONG THE DITCHs TILL HE COULD 
SEE POTTER CLEARLY, THE SERGEANT-MAJOR'S HEAD WAS BANDAGED, 
Eg rom BEA 
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1 COULD SLUG 
THE GUARDS > AND HELP 


SUT _THE MEMORY OF SERGEANT-MAJOR | 
POTTER'S. WORDS RETURNED) 
RANKLING... 


[e 










SHOULD T Stick My 

NECK OUT HELPING HIM? 

HE THINKS 1M NO GOOD.. 
NEVER MAKI 





























WHESOF BOING 
Ariat BLL NEVER BE 
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SMITS CHANCE CAME WHEN & SALVO. OF BRITISH. | 

SHELLS BURST iG THE Rt iE TWO GERM: 

GUARDS BUCKED ntstNcrivELy= TAND INA ELASH 
a 








SMITHY WAS ON TI 
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ben ze p 2 
IT TOOK SERGEANT-MAJOR POTTER A FEW SECONDS TO! 
REALISE WHAT HAD HAPPENED. THEN HE DASHED OFF 
ACROSS THE ORANGE GROVE WITH SMITHY. 








AFTER A WHILE THEY HALTED, HIDING AMONG SOME aa | 
TREES WHILE THEY GOT THEIR BEARINGS. 











TWAS ASLEEP IN THE 

- a1 WAS KNOCKED OUT BY A MORTAR | 
mice (anita ence 6 ree Tesew casey Tate” )| 
PRISONERS WT, HAPPENED. WERE OVERRUNNING | 








BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS. 











ie 
SS 
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[Baseeeehes LISTENED INTENTLY. FROM THE 








DISTANCE CAME THE THUNDEROUS DIN OF BATTLE TT SOUNDS AS IE 








UNDER COVER» THE PRIVATE AND 
RGEANT-MAJOR SLIPPED 
1 WERE GE! 


WERE PLASTERIN 10) 
FLYING FIGHTER BOMBERS RAKED. 
WITH CANNON AND MACHINE~GUNS.. . 
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IAT ONE SPOT THEY FOUND SOME OF THEIR OWN REGIMENT LYING WHERE THEY HAD 
TO THE 'S FACE WAS GRIM uF 





PLAINGY FOUGHT LAST MAN. POTTER" 
TWO TOMMY-GUNS AND HANDED’ ONE TO SMITHY. 








CLOSER TO THE FIGHTING» IT BECAME HARDER TO KEEP QUT OF SIGHT. ONCE THEY 
HAD TO FEIGN DEATH AS A GERMAN 'GUN-TEAM WENT HURRYING PAST, 





SCHNELL! SCHNEL 
THEY NEED US, AT 
THE FRONTS 
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WHEN (T WAS SAFE THEY MOVED ON AGAIN; DARTING FROM COVER TO COVER, DRAWING: 
EVER CLOSER TO THE INFERNO WHERE FRESH BRITISH TROOPS _ WERE STEMMING THE 
GERMAN ADVANCE. = LOOK AT THOSE YZ % 

VERRY MORTARS; SIR/) Yi 
WHAT A TARGET. . LY 




















BEFORE THE HORRIFIED SERGEANT-VAJOR COULD STOP Hild, SMITHYs TRIGGER: 
HAPPY AS EVER) RAISED HIS TOMMY-GUN ANDO CUT LOOSE 





[{ THOSE JERRIES ARE SLOWING 
‘OUR LADS TO BITS... 
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THE STARTLED MORTARMEN TOOK COVER. AND BEGAN Ti 
PRASERD AND SANG VIELOUSLY ON ALL SIDES OF SMITHY AND THE SERGEANT MAJOR, 

















WOH BULLETS WHINING AROUND THEM THE TWO FUGITIVES DIVED INTO THE CO 
ONLY TO FIND THAT A GERMAN MACHINE-GUN WAS POSTE 








THERE'S ONLY Y 
ONE THING FOR IT 
‘SMITH — 
RUSH SEMIN < 
TCA 4 iN 


R 
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SMITHY LEAPT FORWARD) RIS TOMMY-GUN HAMME! 


THE SPANDAU GUNNERS WERE TAKEN BY SURPRISi 





ACHTUNG... ENGLANDERSL 





A BURLY OFFICER RAISED HIS LUGER AND 

DEATH REACHED FOR SERGEANT-MAJOR 
POTTER. BUT SMITHY CRACKED THE 
HEEL OF HIS GUN INTO: THE 





“SWIFTLY THE TWO MEN RACED AWAY. 
FROM THE SHATTERED NAZI MACHINE- 
IN POST. 








Raw Courage # 


(AHEAD OF THEM LAY A BATTERED FARMHOUSE THAT SEEMED TO ‘BE'IN NO-MANIS-LAND. 
'SMITHY AND POTTER HEADED TOWARDS IT. THEN. A BULLET SMASHED INTO SMITHY'S 








POTTER ALMOST CARRIED SMITHY 
FEW DESPERATE YARDS TO COVE! 
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UNDERCOVER, POT ITHY'S LEG. THEN» SUDDENLY) THE TIDE OF BATTLE 
ROWED THe OTHER WAVE NDA saris 4 ARMOURED COLUMN CAME Eee | 
FORWARD IN A FURIOUS COUNTER-STRO} y 


WHAT DID TELL YOU, aor) "| 


THIS 1S WHERE OUR LADS i TANG 
SET THEIR OWN BACK! mer SESH Fy 


















GERMANS HAD BEEN DRIVEN BACK MORE THAN PEA 
TWO MILES. AS STRETCHER-BEARERS CAME TO || PARADE-GROUND SOLDIER, BUT YOU'RE 
_J\) ADARNED GOOD FIGHTING MAN. I'M 


WHEN THE DIN SUBSIDED TWO HOURS LATER: THE | /” THERE'S ONE THING PD LIKE YOUTO | 
KNOW; SMITH. YOU MAY NOT 
COLLECT SMITHY, SERGEANT-MAJOR POTTER 
‘GOING TO RECOMMEND YOU FOR 
. AMEDAL ! 





SPOKE A FEW FINAL WORDS TO HIM, 
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PRIDE AND A GREAT aa 





HAPPINE 
‘SWELLED SMITHY'S. ‘REAR HE 
| TRIED TO SPEAK, BUT NO 
[WORDS WOULD’COME. . . 


‘A MEDALS... \/! 
‘GOSH DAD WILL 
a BE TICKLED 4 
PINKS 4 








[lwo weeks, CATER, THE Ish MIDSUIRES yFIETY PER CENT BELOW STRENGTH, WERE CAYDED 
WELL BEHIND THE LINES: AWAITING A BIG INTAKE OF NEW MEN. C.S.M. POTTER WAS 





SPEAKING TO CAPTAIN MACLEAN. - 


ue 
‘A PROBLEM IF EVER THERE 
WAS ONE) SIR. 
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‘SOON POTTER WAS STRIDING OFF TO INSPECT THE NEW DRAFT. 
ITWAS ALL OLD STUFF TO HiM. THEY CAME TO HIM GREEN AND 
RAW _AND HE MADE SOLDIERS OUT OF THEM. «+ 








LETS SEE WHAT 
WE'VE GOT THIS 
TMI 








THE MEN—AND WIDENED IN HORROR AS THEY FELL ON 
E REAR RANK, THERE WAS SOMETHING FAMILIAR ABOUT 
‘THE SCRUFFY FIGURE... 
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AS POTTER SPOKE TO HIM, THE NEW MAN STOOD AT. ms 

ATTENTION) HIS RUMPLED KHAKI UNIFORM HANGING. 
LOOSELY ASOUT HiMs LIKE AN OLD BELL TENT. - » 


WHAT'S 
YOUR NAME? & 
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eee COMPANY SERGEANT, MAJOR POTTER THOUGHT BACK TO A SCENE IN AN 
ORANGE-GROVE TWO WEEKS BEFORE: WHEN PRIVATE JOHN SMITH HAG 


HIS STERN FEATURES BROKE INTO A SMILE 


YOURE & SCRUFFY, HORRIBLE 
UTTLE MAN SMe 
SUA 


if Yt 
FIGHT, HALE AS WELL AS 
IE CAN} YOU'LL DO / 


—— 




















ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 137.—COTTONWOOL No. 138,—DUFFY’S KINGDOM 
COMMANDOS 


In battle, he was with them in spirit— In the heart of the desert he found a 


a grizzled guardian angel witha foghorn _haven—and his destiny ! 
voice. 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 136.—LAST DITCH 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 

April 2nd, are :-— 

No. 140.THE DEAD KEEP FAITH No. 142.—THE SCENT OF 
DANGER 

No. THE BLACK ACE No. 143._THE TALL SHADOWS 













HERE'S THE 
PAPER THAT'S 
PACKED % 
WITH 
ALL-ACTION 
PICTURE-STORIES 
EVERY WEEK ! 


GM "Wy, 





A, 


the paper for 
§ WAR ADVENTURE! 
§ FOOTBAL. 


. ae” 





OXI 
@ ATL 
s SclENCE GICTION! 
@ Sones! 
eal-life sports fea 
Bi bape it ev ery Tues day! 





